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WINTER LECTURES &  

SUFFOLK INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY & 
HISTORY 5TH WHEELER CONFERENCE  

The details of the first two lectures for the 2019/20 season are given below.   

These, as usual, are to be held at The Southwold Methodist Hall, East 

Green.  Doors open at 2.00 with the talks starting at 2.30.  £3.00 entrance 

fee for members, £5.00 for non-members. 

I also attach a poster regarding the 5th Wheeler Conference, organised by 

Chris Cardwell on behalf of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History 

which is being held in Southwold for the first time on Saturday 21st 

September at The Arts Centre, St Edmunds Hall. This is sure to be an 

excellent event and members of our society are eligible for a discounted 

ticket.  Further details and an application form are included as a separate 

PDF. Alternatively, please either contact the institute direct, or myself, and 

I can forward you an application form. I will also leave some application 

forms in the Museum by the Stewards Desk. 

Tuesday 1st October  

Dr Richard Hoggett - “M.R. James' East Anglia” 

Best known as the writer of some of the finest ghost stories ever published, 

M.R. James was also the foremost medieval scholar of his day and had a 

strong academic and personal interest in East Anglia's landscape and 

history. This lecture examines James' East Anglian connections, from his 

childhood in Suffolk to his involvement with excavations at St Edmund's 

Abbey in Bury, and looks at the influence which the region had on the 

development of his ghost stories. 



 

Tuesday 5th November 

 

Robert Liddiard - 'A Hedgehog on the Heath: The Landscape of 

Military Training in the Sandlings during the Second World War' 

 

Robert Liddiard is Professor of History at the University of East Anglia and 

the author of many books on the history of both landscape and 

fortifications. 

His talk will be based on his latest book which examines the landscape 

archaeology of the Second World War on the section of the east coast of 

England known as the Suffolk Sandlings (the coastal strip from Lowestoft 

to Felixstowe) an area unusually rich in military archaeology. It was in the 

front line of Britain’s defences against invasion throughout the war and as 

a training ground it was the setting for nationally important exercises in the 

lead-up to the D-Day landings. 

In 1944 it also played a major role in Operation ‘Diver’, the defence against 

the flying bomb. The Sandlings is therefore an ideal testbed for much wider 

questions about the militarisation of the landscape during the Second 

World War. 
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